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"Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain."
Psalm 127:1

Welcome to MOVING FORWARD 2:18,

Grace and peace to you who have decided to journey with your congregation
through this time of discernment regarding God's calling for your church.

Throughout the study, you will be focusing on prayer, scripture study, and several
activities designed to help your congregation discern God's will for your future.

As you engage the study, consider the following truths:

Jesus Christ established the church for His purposes
(Matthew 16:18)

The Holy Spirit graces and equips each church to fulfill its unique calling
(1st Corinthians 12:4 - 7)

When we seek Him together, His presence is among us
(Matthew 18:19 - 20)

May your efforts over the next few weeks be fruitful and may you come to embrace
your church's role in God's kingdom more fully.

NEHEMIAH

MINISTRIES

Equipping Builders For The Future



HOW THE STUDY WORKS

Your Commitment
Daily
Spend time in prayer and scripture reflection
Weekly

m Pray, meditate, and consider the weekly focus questions
m  Complete the weekly homework assignment
m  Meet with your group to discuss the insights gained from your activities

As your group meets, each participant will have the opportunity to share thoughts
and insights on the week's material. Your group's responses will be recorded on
your Church Profile Poster (page 10).

Your Church's Commitment

After the completion of the study, your group's Church Profile Poster will be given
to the church's leadership. This group will then work together to compile the
information and to prayerfully develop a vision and plan for your church to move
forward based upon your responses.

If your church has multiple groups participating in the study, then responses from
all groups will be used to develop these plans.



PRAYER AND DISCERNMENT EXERCISES

Prayer and discernment are the cornerstones for both our own personal journeys

as well as our efforts as a group. If we hope for our understanding to be Spirit-led,
we must make time each day to receive what God has for us.

Each week, you will find daily prayer exercises. You are encouraged to pray through
one scripture daily instead of all in one sitting. In this way, you will develop a
rhythm of listening for the Holy Spirit throughout your days, and hopefully, become
more aware of the Divine Presence with you.

Included there are instructions for a Lectio Divina practice. This method of praying
through scripture helps us to develop a practice of listening deeply to what God
may be telling us.

Even if this practice of formal prayer times is new for you, try to follow the schedule
for the duration of the study. There is space provided for keeping notes, thoughts,
or ideas. By writing down those things that occur to you over time, you might be
led to discern a pattern, or recurring theme.

If you would rather listen, or read the passages online, please try the free online

website and app: www.biblegateway.com. As well, using your own Bible can also
lead you to some wonderful encounters with the Spirit.




LECTIO DIVINA

PRAYER & SCRIPTURE REFLECGCTION

Made popular by St. Benedict in the 6th century, Lectio Divina, sacred reading, is a
centuries-old practice of meditating deeply on scripture and what it means for us personally.
It is a powerful tool when used to open up the scripture for our daily lives.

The process includes reading a passage of scripture slowly, for four iterations. Following
each reading, there will be questions for you to consider. Lectio Divina treats Holy Scripture
as the living Word, instead of historical text to be studied. The goal is not be informed, but

instead, to be transformed by our interaction with the Word and the Holy Spirit.

This form of prayer is best done in the morning. Doing so allows the words to sink into your
soul throughout the day, allowing the Holy Spirit to continue revealing God’s message long
after you have completed the exercise. God's revelation is a mysterious phenomenon.
Sometimes we hear or see with great clarity. Sometimes, nothing at all. And, other times, it
could take days to receive a full image or word. Do not be discouraged. Just accept
whatever comes to you with an attitude of thanksgiving and allow it to take shape in your
soul. Allow the Spirit to lead you, and trust that your Creator is fully engaged with you.

“Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you. When you
search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart...”

Jeremiah 29:12 - 13
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THE CHURCH PROFILE

Each week you will be engaging with the following questions. These questions are
designed to help your church see where you have been, your current circumstances, and
where God is leading you in the future. As a congregation, you will pray, think, and discuss
what is most important to you.

As you consider these questions, use the graphic on the opposite page to record your
insights. When your group meets, you will share your thoughts with each other, to be
recorded on a much larger poster.

At the completion of the study, your group's poster will be used with all others by your
church's leadership team to develop a vision and plan for moving forward. Through your
participation, you will be a part of your congregation's discernment and decision-making

process for the future. Your input matters.

OUR WITNESS

What are the beliefs, values, and message
that God has entrusted our congregation
to share with the world?

KINGDOM NEEDS

OuRrR PAST
Who needs us?

Where have we failed in our witness?

What have we learned from our

failures? OuR PRESENT
Do we have any regrets? What are our strengths?
Things we wish we had done ‘
differently? What needs improvement?

Wilrere Feie i aueees adl i o How has God gifted and resourced us?

witness?

What have we learned from our OurR FUTURE
successes? )
How will we respond to God's call?
What needs to change?

What needs to stay the same?

OuUR CALLING
What are our challenges?

[ i ? . o
Uilere 5 Gt calling LS et How will we treat each other in disagreement?
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WEEK 1

Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

In consideration of this week's focus question, record your
thoughts with each day's Prayer and Scripture Reflection.

This Week's Focus Question:

Why did God create the church?
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DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

"Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to him.”

And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers."

Acts 2:37 - 42
; L
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"Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common;
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:43 - 47
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"l appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Romans 12:1 -2
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"And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that |
have commanded you.

And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18 - 20
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"But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God'’s

own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him

who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you

were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, now you have received mercy."

1st Peter 2:.9- 10
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HOMEWORK

Think and pray deeply about the following question. Then write a statement
that summarizes what you believe your church's unique witness to be.

Be specific: Is it anidea, an action, a belief system?

Be concise: No more than two sentences.

What is our witness?

What are the beliefs, values, and

message that God has entrusted
our congregation to share with
the world?
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NOTES

19



WEEK 2

Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

There will be a different focus question each day this week. Pray
through the scripture and answer each question as best you can.

If you have no answer, that is alright. This is a group experience. You
will be discussing these questions at your next meeting and trusting the
Holy Spirit to work with you collectively.

This Week's Focus Question:

Who are we as a church?
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DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

Focus QUESTION:

Why might God have placed our
church in this particular place?

21
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"Our steps are made firm by the Lord, when he delights in our
way; though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong, for the
Lord holds us by the hand."

Psalm 37:23 - 24

FOcus QUESTIONS:
Where have we failed in our witness?

What have we learned from those failures?

Do we have any regrets? Things we wish we
had done differently?

Remember to record your answers to these questions on the Church Profile (page 10).
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"After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five

more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master."

Matthew 25:19 - 21

Focus QQUESTIONS:

Where have we succeeded in our witness?

What have we learned from our successes?

Remember to record your answers to these questions on the Church Profile (page 10).
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“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven."

Matthew 5:14 - 16

Focus QUESTION:

When our community looks at our
church, what do they see?
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"He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel,
which he commanded our ancestors to teach to their children;
that the next generation might know them, and the children yet
unborn, and rise up and tell them to their children, so that they
should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God..."

Psalm 78:5 -7

Focus QQUESTION:

What are we doing that will be a

foundation for the next generation of
Christ followers?
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Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

As you pray through this week's scriptures, ask the Lord to reveal
your church's strengths as well as those
areas that need improvement.

Along with your prayer work, complete the assessments of your various
ministry areas. Let your prayer time inform you, and be honest.
Remember, no church can be all things to all people. Your goal is to
determine what God is calling and equipping your church to be.

26



"0 God, you are my God, | seek you,
my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.
So I will bless you as long as | live;
I will lift up my hands and call on your name.

My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips"

Psalm 63:1-5
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"Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more
like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy
and growing and full of love."

Ephesians 4:15 - 16
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"lesus came and told his disciples,

'l have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands | have given you.
And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to the end of the age."”

Matthew 28:18 - 20
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"For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to
eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then
produce a great harvest of generosity in you.

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous.
And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.
So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the
believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their
thanks to God.

As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity
to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the
Good News of Christ."

2nd Corinthians 9:10 - 13
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"Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you.
When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart..."

Jeremiah 29:12 - 13
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"One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him,
'Which commandment is the first of all?'

Jesus answered,
The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’

The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”
Mark 12:28 - 31
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MINISTRY
ASSESSMENTS

In this section, you will assess the strength of each ministry area. This is not a
criticism, it is building a collective vision of those things your church does well and
those things that need improvement. This is the first step you will take in learning

where God would like to see your future efforts focused. So friends, speak the

truth in love.

In each ministry section, you will be asked questions. Grade your church using the
0 to 5 scale. 0 indicates that your church needs improvement in this area,
5 indicates that your church excels in this area.

0 3 5
Not Fair Excellent
well

Most questions are concretely-based upon activities or circumstances. However,
the final question in each section measures your church's attitude toward this
particular ministry area. Pray about this one. It will not be easy to answer,
however, the answers to these questions will provide much fruit for the process.

"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through

him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything."

Colossians 1:15- 18

The attitude question in each section is based upon this Scripture:

"Does our church recognize the lordship of Jesus Christ in this particular
ministry? Do we intentionally seek His will and guidance in all our activities
and decisions? How, exactly, are we doing that?"
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WORSHIP

Do people expect to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit
during our worship services?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our worship services designed specifically to bring glory to God?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Is our worship setting comfortable?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are the sermons biblically sound? Do they encourage us in our spiritual growth?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are the music, prayers, sacraments, and liturgies planned with excellence?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the guidance of Jesus for our worship ministry?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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DISCIPLESHIP

Does our church have an intentional plan for helping people grow deeper in their
relationship with Christ?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church offer regular opportunities for people to experience Wesley's
"Means of Grace?"
- IS
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church actively teach spiritual practices and disciplines?

u.II

Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church have the means to accommodate all people who wish to
participate in discipleship opportunities?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our members knowledgeable of their spiritual gifts? Are they serving based
upon their individual callings and giftedness?

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the guidance of Jesus for growing disciples?

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent
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RESOURCES

Do debt payments make up a large part of our budget?

UII

0 3

Not well Fair Excellent

Is our facility being used to its fullest potential?

UII

0 3

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our lay servants energized or depleted?

mI

0 3

Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church possess something our larger community needs?
(Expertise, Experience, Space, Skills, Land, Funds, Knowledge, etc...)

UII

0 3

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our employees joyful and productive? Are we providing well for their needs?

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking God's will for the investment of our resources?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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LEADERSHIP

Does our current administrative structure support our witness? Do our most
important values receive the best part of our resources (including people)?
(] 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our standards for choosing leaders consistent with our values? Are our leaders
faithful to those things we feel most important in the life of the church?
.
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our leaders called and spiritually gifted in the areas in which they lead?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our leaders well-trained for the roles they are given?
Do they know what is expected of them?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Do we have an intentional process for growing and developing our members into
potential leadership positions?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in choosing our leaders?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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OuUTREACH

Do we have an intentional plan for reaching the unchurched in our community?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our members equipped and encouraged to share their faith with people
outside the church?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church actively serve needs in our community?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Does our church offer events/programs that appeal to outsiders?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our members consistently inviting others to church?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the Lord's will in ways to connect with our community?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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FIRST
IMPRESSIONS

Does our website help visitors find the information they need?
Is our social media presence inviting to visitors?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our online offerings engaging and done well?
Do they offer next step opportunities to visitors?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Do we have greeters intentionally designated to meet visitors and
answer questions on Sunday mornings?
(both online and in-person)

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Is our facility welcoming to visitors?
(signage, parking, directions, updated print information, etc...)

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Do we have an effective follow-up plan for contacting visitors?

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we led by the Holy Spirit in the way we welcome visitors?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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CHILDREN

Does our church have an age-specific plan and educational goals for our children?
-
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our children well-prepared for their Confirmation experience?
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Does our Confirmation experience help our children to become
true followers of Christ?
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Is our Children's Ministry Director well-qualified, well-trained, and adequately
resourced to provide the discipleship experiences we want for our children?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our Children's Ministry servants called, spiritually gifted, and well-trained in the
areas in which they are asked to serve?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in how we approach
Children's Ministry?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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STUDENTS

Does our church have a well-defined plan and educational goals for our students?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Following Confirmation, are our Confirmands continuing their faith journeys as part
of our Student Ministry?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Does our Student Ministry prepare our students to continue their faith journeys
after leaving home?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Is our Student Ministry Director well-qualified, well-trained, and adequately
resourced to provide the discipleship experiences we want for our students?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are our Student Ministry servants called, spiritually gifted, and well-trained in the
areas in which they are asked to serve?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in how we approach
Student Ministry?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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MISSIONS

Does our congregation place emphasis and value on serving the world outside our
own walls and community?

0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent
Does our annual budget reflect the value we place on our missional activities?
0 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Are our missional leaders spiritually gifted and well-trained for the role in which
they serve?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Do our members recognize a sense of personal calling? Are they serving in areas
about which they are passionate?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are we nurturing that sense of calling in our children and students? Are we
modeling servanthood in ways they can participate?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally seeking missional opportunities that align with God's calling for
our church?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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CONGREGATIONAL
CARE
Does our congregation have a system for providing care to members in need?
- I

(] 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent
Do we have a system in place to maintain contact with our homebound members?

-
(] 3 5

Not well Fair Excellent

Do we have a trustworthy way of knowing when a member has missed church for a
significant amount of time? Do we have a intentional plan for contacting them?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Do we have an effective grief support system? If not, do we have a reliable referral
option for those needs?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Are there any overlooked groups in our church that need more attention?
(single-parent families, vulnerable adults, immigrants, caregivers, unemployed, etc...)

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent

Our church's attitude:
Are we intentionally loving every person in our church as Christ does?

0 3 5
Not well Fair Excellent
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MINISTRY ASSESSMENT
SCORES

Return to each ministry assessment and find an average score for each ministry.
You can do this by adding all scores on the page and then dividing by the number of
questions. For example:

Total of all Scores in Worship: 22

Number of Questions: 6

Average Worship Score: 3.7

WORSHIP
DISCIPLESHIP
RESOURCES
LEADERSHIP
OuUTREACH

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
STUDENT MINISTRY
MISSIONS

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

As you record your scores, consider any areas that you rated very low, or very high.
What was the basis of your decision? Make note of those issues on the next page
and be prepared to share your thoughts in your next group meeting.

44



MINISTRY
INSIGHTS
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WEEK 4

Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

As you pray through this week's Scriptures, ask the Lord to reveal
where the Holy Spirit wants to use your church.

Begin with a blank slate. Do not automatically think of the ministries in
which you are already involved. Be open to the opportunities and
messages Jesus reveals to you.

This Week's Focus Question:

Who needs us?

SA3I3IN WOAsaNDI

46

oy



DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

"When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
Then he began to say to them,

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Luke 4:16 - 21

47
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"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was
it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’
And the king will answer them,

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me.”

Matthew 25:37 - 40
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"Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their distress,
and to keep oneself unstained by the world."

James 1:27
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"God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.

Use them well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of speaking?
Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Do you
have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy
that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God
through Jesus Christ."

1st Peter 4:10 - 11 (NLT)

50
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"You must worship Christ as Lord of your life.
And if someone asks about your hope as a believer,
always be ready to explain it.

But do this in a gentle and respectful way."

1st Peter 3:15 - 16 (NLT)
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HOMEWORK

"A new heart | will
give you, and a new

It is often difficult to see the world from a new perspective spirit | will put

if we remain in our familiar settings. within you;
Consider praying the prayer below each day and actively and | will remove
observing what God is revealing to you. from your body the
heart of stone and
Below are some suggestions that might help you see the give you a
world from God's perspective. heart of flesh."
Ezekiel 36:26

m  Walk around your community, paying attention to the people and
circumstances you encounter.

m  Drive to areas of your community that you normally do not visit. What do
you see? Take pictures of things that call your attention so that you can
re-visit them during your prayer time.

m  Watch your local news each day.

m  Request a meeting with local government, school, and community leaders.
Ask what the community's greatest needs are from their perspective.

m  Speakto friends in other churches and service organizations. Ask about thei
activities. Do they need help?

r

m Look inside your church. Are the spiritual, physical, emotional, and relational

needs of your own church family being well met?

Lord Jesus,

I want our church to follow You in all we do. You have gifted us and graced
us to be a part of Your mission. Help me to see where You are at work, and
where You are calling us to be faithful servants, stewards, and witnesses.

Give me Your vision. Break my heart where Yours breaks. Speak to each of
us in ways that we can understand, that we might, collectively, discern Your
will for us. And | will do my very best to be obedient to your leading.

In the name of Jesus | pray,

Amen
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NOTES
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WEEK 5

Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

As you pray through this week's scriptures, ask the Holy Spirit to
help you with the answers to the focus question.

Consider that the call for your church, today, could be:

m Internal - addressing needs your church currently has; or
m External - addressing the needs of others

Are you being called to a time of preparation and renewal,
or a time of active ministry?

This Week's Focus Question:

Where is God calling us?

aNITIva
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DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pear! of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it."

Matthew 13:45 - 46

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 27
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“With what shall | come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?"

Micah 6:6 - 8

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 217
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"But Jesus called them to him and said,

"You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes
to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first

among you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."

Matthew 20:25 - 28

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 229
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“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

You are my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends,
because | have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father.

You did not choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another."

John 15:12- 17

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches”
Revelation 36
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"Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.”

Matthew 18:19 - 20

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 322
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HOMEWORK

“To be called is to be sent. And we are being sent to someone as
much as we are being sent by Someone. To be called is to keep
looking for those to whom we are being given.”

Robert Benson, The Echo Within

Spend some time this week visualizing that pearl of great value.
Who is it, or what is it for your church?
To whom are you being given?
What does God value most, and where is He calling you to be faithful?
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NOTES
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WEEK 6

Please complete the homework in this section for your next session:

As you pray through this week's scriptures, ask the Holy Spirit to
help you with the answers to the focus questions.

We are all human. It is possible that you will hear things you do not
agree with during these discussions. It is possible that decisions will be
made by the larger body that you are not inclined to support.

How will you respond to each other when this happens? Will you
continue to glorify God and love each other?

—]
SNOILvYaNno4d
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"l appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Romans 12:1 -2

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 27
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"Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am
going to the Father.

I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it."

John 14:12 - 14

"Let anyone Who has an ear listen to what the Spmt s saying to the churches.”
Revelation 217
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“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
John 14:15

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches”
Revelation 36
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"Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building
up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal
for the day of redemption.

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you."

Ephesians 4:29 - 32

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 229
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“Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God."

Matthew 5:9

"Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches’
Revelation 322
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In coming to the end of this discernment period, consider these focus questions and
pray about them. Ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten you to His will for your church.

How will we respond to God's call for our church?

What is our next step?

What are our challenges?
What is keeping us from fulfilling our calling?

Record these as Challenges on the Church Profile.
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What needs to change?

Most things we do in church once had a good purpose. Sometimes, they
outlive their fruitfulness. What ideas, activities, or systems inside our church
no longer serve our calling? What needs to change, or even be eliminated, in

order to be good stewards of God's resources and vision for our church?

Record these as Turning Points on the Church Profile.

What needs to stay the same?

Who are we? What are the activities, values, and beliefs that must
remain the same for our church to retain our identity?

Record these as Foundations on the Church Profile.

How will we respond to each other?

How will we covenant to treat each other in the face of disagreement?
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"And | told them of the hand of my God that had been
)} upon me for good, and also of the words that the king
had spoken to me, and they said,

'LET US RISE UP AND BUILD.’

f

So they strengthened their hands for the good work."
NEHEMIAH 2:18

NEHEMIAH

MINISTRIES

Equipping Builders For The Future
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